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COMMUNIST INTENTIONS IN KOREA

AWno firm indications of ultimate
Communist intentions regsrding a cease-~fire in Korea. Although the
enemy's conduct of cease-fire negotiations and his propaganda have
recently suggested an expectation that an agreement on the cessation
of hostilities will eventuelly be reached, his pronouncements continue
to strike a balmnce.between conolliatory and belligerent themes., Mean~
while, & continuing improvement of the enemy's military position in
Korea and contlguous aress has been observed.

From the date of Chinese Communiat intervention in Korea until
the spring of 1961 the stated objective of Communist forces wes the
foreible expulsion of UN troops from all of Korea. This poeition had
ceased to be made explicit some weeks prior to Melik's csase-fire pro=-
posal of late June 1951, and has not besn stated categorically since,
although it presumebly remains the Communist long-range objectives

The most nearly relieble geuge of Communist intentions in Korea hes
been the prevailing tenor of their propaganda which has attempted alter-
nately to prepare for either successful negotiations end a cessation of
military operations or failure of negotiations and a prolonged confliot.
For most of the past month, enemy propagande has emphasized the firsi
possibllity, attempting to prove that Communist forces heve attained
their objeotives 1in Korea, that the US has suffered an unpracedented
defeat, thet the bettle-lines are in the wvicinity of the 38th Parallel,
and that there are no insuperable obstacles to successful negotiations,

At the seme time; Mao Ise-tung and Chou En~lei have asserted that
Peiping's offer to settle the Koreen question by psaceful means "still
holds good," but have cautioned that support for the “long-term struggle"
is still the "central tawvke." Thus, even if the complex problem of a
cense-{ire is resolved, subsequent negotiations may see the reaffirme-
tion of the enemy's original objeotives,

Rankinﬁ Chinese Communist leaders heve recently stated that Chinese
"rolunteers” would not have been dispatched to Korea if the US had not
"oooupled" Formose, "invaded" Xorese, and pushed toward Manchuria, and
that Peiping's obJeotive in Korea remeins that of defending the terri-
"toriel integrity of China. MNore ominously, Boviet Foreign Minister
Vyshinsky at the Paris UN meeting has again put forth unsoceptable pro=-
‘posels regarding the 38th Parallel and withdrawal of foreign troops es
.part of e Korean peamce plan. These statements clearly permit renewal
of the earlier explicit demend for abandomment by the US of its policy

of "neutralization® of Formose and for withdrawal of all foreign troops
from Koree.
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Ambi guous political indicetions of a desire for an armistice have
not been refloocted in Communist military eactivity, with their air end
ground foroes continuing to improve their cepabilities.

The major--and possibly the most decisive~-improvement in the
Communist strength has been in their eir potential, Enemy air activity
over North Korea expanded during 1961 and hes now reached & point where
offective UN superiority over northwestern Korea has been denied. There
has also been a deoided improvement in pilot sbilitye. Chinese pilots
have been noticed supplementing Soviet personnel who previously carried
the main burden of enemy air combate An effective air defense system
now exists in northwestern Korea including daylight jet interceptors,
‘night interceptors, probably utillzing radar, redar directed antiaircraft
artillery, end an integrated early warning ground-controlled intercept
radar net. Communist alr strength in Manchuriae 18 at an all-time high
with about 500 MIG=15 jet siroraft, and enemy jets have recently begun
operetions from e Korsan border airfield. Activepreperations to base
airoraft at other operational Korean airfields continue.

. Communist troop strength has been maintalned et ebout the maximum
which can be logistically supported, and new units have appeared aince
the ceese-fire talks began, The enemy has attempted to overcome his
deocided inferiority in weéepons and firepower by introduoing heavier
equipment. At the time of the Chinese intervention, he had no effective
ermored force,but three armored divisiéns--pertially equipped with tanks
heavier than the femiliar T=-34w-are now socepted in Koreas Firepower
has also been inoreassed by the addition of e Chinese Communist anti-tenk
divisloh, and by a considerable inorease in organic North Korean divie
sionel artillery. Fowr, or possible five, Chinese Communist ertillery
divisions, possessing some conventionel rocket weapons, are: pregently in
support of front line troopss Antiaircraft strength, estimated to exceed

six Soviet=style antiaircraft divisions, iz disposed at strategic points
throughout Communist held territory.

All evidence points to a continuing edequate supply situastion to
support ourrent military operstions. Morale among the enemy forces
varies from good to excellent, with ocertain exceptions among units that
have been heavily engaged during the past month,

While the problem of logistical support probably prevents the intro-
duotion of additional Chinese Communist elements, individual replecements
continue to meintain existing units at or near strengths Major units
that have lost their combat effectliveness have been replaced by fresh
units from China end Manchuria. Chinese Communist strength in Manchuria
has been maintained at a fairly constent level snd presumebly is availebls

for oommitment in Xorea in tho event of need.

] fhe re=equipping end treining by the
USSR of large numbers of Chinese troops in Manchuria.
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Although the Soviet Union hes avoided publicly associating itself
with the Communist csuss in the Koresn war--other than by giving limited
diplomatio end propaganda support--Soviet covert participation hes in-
oreased considersblv during the summer and fall of 1951 ‘It has included
the continuous supplying of war materisl end of large numbers of Soviet
militery personnel, tentatively estimated by FECOM at 20,000, serving in
both technicel and combat capsolties in rear areas. The effect has been
to bolster Communist technical capebilitlesa '

There continues to be no evidense, however, that the Soviet Union
plans to employ its considerable Far Eestern military foroes openly in
Koreae In the event of such intervention, the Ruassians could commit up
to 15 infanbtry divisions and sufficient air power to ensure Communist
air supremeoy. The USSR is inoressing its offensive capability in the
Far Eagt by the conversion of conventional fighter mir regiments to high
. performence Jet fighters.

A11 current indications point to a continued strong enemy defense
in depthe The Communists are believed to be preparing a series of defen-
slve positions extending as far north as the Wonsan-Pyongyeng lines In
western Korea, they.retein a considerable offensive potential, supported
by armor and artillery; however, recent UN interdiction of supply lines
has raesulted in some deterioration of this potentiale There are no indi-
ocations, however, that offensive asction, other than limited defensive
oounter and spoiling attacks, will be launched in the near futures




